
 

 

Fellowship Baptist Church, September 11, 2016, AM 
Message: “Nicodemus, Changed by Jesus”—John 7:50-52 
 
INTRODUCTION: Nicodemus was a religious man, a good man, an educated man, but he needed 
salvation.  After an encounter with Jesus He was a changed man.  Nicodemus is mentioned 
three times in scripture, all three times are in the Gospel of John (ch. 3, 7, & 19).  What changed 
Nicodemus from being afraid of men to a bold witness for the Lord?  
 
I.  Nicodemus’s salvation experience—John 3  
 A.  Nicodemus comes to Jesus as a seeker of truth. 
  1.  “Rabbi,  we know that thou art a teacher come from God…” 
  2.  “How can a man be born when he is old?” 
 B.  Nicodemus was a religious leader. 
  1.  He was steeped in tradition. 
  2.  He was competent in the Old Testament Scriptures. 
 C.  Nicodemus needed salvation. 
  1.  Jesus explained to Him the need of salvation. 
  2.  Jesus used the OT to show the way of salvation—Num. 21 
  3.  Jesus would be lifted up for the sins of the people (John 3:16). 
 
II.  Nicodemus, a silent disciple—John 7 
 A.  Nicodemus was afraid to take an open stand for the Lord—v. 48. 
  (There were other leaders who believed silently--John 12:42-43). 
 B.  Nicodemus took a stand for justice—7:50-51. 
  1.  A man is innocent until proven guilty—Deut. 1:16-17. 
  2.  We are to judge by words and action—v. 51 (Prov. 18:13). 
 C.  Nicodemus rebuked for his faith—7:52 
  1.  Shall a prophet come from Galilee? (7:41, 1:46) 
  2.  They must have forgotten the prophecy found in Isaiah 9:1-2. 
 
III.  Nicodemus an open disciple—John 19:38-42. 
 A.  After the crucifixion Nicodemus took a bold stand for Jesus.   
  (He was with Joseph of Arimathaea at the entombment.) 
 B.  The cross changes a person. 
  (It is as we realize what Jesus did for us that we have the courage to stand and  
  live for Him.) 
 C.   Church history states that Nicodemus was baptized by Peter. 
 
CONCLUSION:  What can we learn from Nicodemus? 
 A.  We can learn that the Christian is a process of growing to maturity in Christ. 

B.  Don’t fear man but God. 
C.  God can change us and make us what we ought to be. 
D.  The cross changes us. 


